Sample Specialty Crop Block
Grant Program Projects
 
California School Nutrition Foundation
The California School Nutrition Association awarded $100,000 to produce a garden bar project that will subsidize installation of salad bars in forty schools. With these funds, the California School Nutrition hopes to increase the number of purchases from California specialty crop growers, as well as provide a model for other schools in their efforts to market healthy meals to children.

El Dorado County Ag in the Classroom - Expand Specialty crops education /outreach for school-aged children and the public in the Sierra Nevada Region. As a specialty crop-producing county, it is essential to educate and inform about the positive contributions of agriculture to the region. An understanding of agriculture's stewardship to the land and contribution to our quality of life will help ensure our continued viability. In order to reach more students, teachers, and members of the public, it is necessary to invest in increasing our program capacity, improving communications, and providing more training. Expanding the reach of the program throughout the Sierra Nevada region will be critical to survive the continued pressures of encroaching suburban development.

Trust for Conservation Innovation (TCI) (Roots of Change)
The California Healthy Food Access Consortium project would support efforts in the six foodsheds of San Diego, Los Angeles, Fresno, Monterey, Oakland and San Francisco to direct market healthy, sustainably grown local fresh fruits and vegetables to nutritionally vulnerable county citizens. The Consortium would encourage SNAP (food stamp), Seniors and WIC mothers and children clients to visit local farmers markets to use their EBT cards and exchange their WIC and Senior vouchers to purchase local fresh fruits and vegetables at farmers markets in these foodsheds. The project would additionally encourage direct sales of local fruits and vegetables to WIC stores and to school feeding programs in the six designated foodsheds. The Consortium would leverage SCBG funding with additional federal and foundation resources to provide the healthy foods grown by California farmers for direct marketing to improve the nutritional needs of vulnerable people in the designated six foodsheds.

Western Growers Foundation
Western Growers Foundation (WGF) will work with the California Dept. of Education (CDE) to provide $1,000 to 100 child care/pre-school sites. These competitive grants will be applied for through their Child Care Centers and awarded to pre-school sites for garden equipment, supplies, and professional development. This funding supports Garden-enhanced Nutrition Education (GENE). Through these gardens, California’s (CA) youngest students are provided opportunities for experiential nutrition education through planting, harvesting, and eating fruits and vegetables. Dietary habits begin during the early stages of life. Two recent studies of CA child care agencies reveal servings of fruit and vegetables are well below recommended levels. GENE for Pre-school Children Grants impacts: nutrition education related to fruit and vegetables as food choices for pre-school children; the foods served at their homes; and CA's specialty crops served to pre-school children in the USDA's Child Care Food Program. 
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